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Divine Light

— rom the 28 \'.Ill..l.l',l'-.:I:]‘-;IJI:.'l', .
wrought iron and glass lantems
that illuminate the Opan Valley Inn's
iconie 200-vear old oak tree to the Queen
Anne chandelier suspended from the ceiling
of a hillside home on Majorea, some of the most
exquisite lighting fixtures in the world are
handcrafied at the Paul Ferrante factory in
Culver City.
Early weekday mornings, well before the 405
ircew ".l‘.'&."...'. h ol
and Alex Mencegaz of Studio City make
au

becomes gndlocked,
Valley Vill:
the trek o |

i ol

Fermante'’s 28,000-square-foot factory.
At the bustling site, the pair has been instrumental in
running the business for over two decades.

By the time they arrive about 7 a.m., artisans arc
already at work

meticulously ercating ma

wde-to-order
fixtures and onc-of-a-kind. handmade custom picees
for the design industry’s discerning elite.

On any g1

n day youm
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sht find a painter delicately
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six-foot-long hanging fixture
shaped like a tree branch, a glasscutter working or
panes of a “St. Tropez™ hanging lantern or

L crallsman
stringing erystals on a ™

Valentina® chandelier.
Depending on the complexity, cach picee takes
between three an

d six pairs of hands and 10 o 14

weeks (rom the tme iCs ordered o the Lime it's re
Lo

hipped somewhere fabulous. Achieving just the
right acsthetie requires a specilie recipe of multilay
cred paint, rubs and other finishing techniques, none
of which are actually wrntten down

“Theyv're all in the guys' heads” says Alex. New
artisans apprentice for years to master the necessany
skills and formulas. Luckily most employees stay a
long time. Sever:

wre also related. The team ine

ludes
three sets of brothers and three sets of

usins, with

Jang rom paanbmg to clectne

1 work.

Only the finest materials are used. Jumbo chain
links and paper candle sleeves are imported from
France. Toward the center of the factory, hundreds of
extraordinary lighting fixtures hang from special ngs.
Among these are samples from the company’s ever-
expanding line, as well as authentic antiques.

Some of the antiques are sold at Paul Ferrante's
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“Thereisnoone
source for

I'look at
everything.”




SIDEBYSIDE .~ .~
A worker uses anantique sideboard as
a reference for arepiica he is bullding.
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